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The  purpcso  of  the  acconpa^nying  tabulations  is  to  shoi:  iiiore 
precisely  the  doyree  to  ■'jliicli  fire  occurronco  is  associatec.  i;ith  roads, 
Tho  desirabilitpy  iron  a technical  standpoint , of  expressing  such  a 
relation  in  nuifbers  rather  than  in  generalizations  is  plainly  evident. 


General 


It  is  believed  that  the  'distance  traveled  on  foot”  to  a fire 
on  the  Angeles,  San  Bernardino,  and  Cleveland  liarioiial  Forests  fairly 
ropresc-nts  the  distance  that  tho  fire-  \;as  fron  a road.  This  ina^^  or  'may 
or  may  not  be  true  on  the  Los  Padres  bu cause  of  the  pr^'v alone ^ of  horse 
travc.1  in  some  parts  o'f  it.  For  this  reason  th^^  tabulations  reforrin^. 
to  firuG  on  the  Los  Padres  have  been  k^pt  separate  in  the  present  rK:;portc 

Throughou'C  t2i_  tables  the  area  burned  by  "B”  fires  has  been  negh.ect- 
ed.  For  the  y^ars  concerned  this  omission  amounts  to  less  than  S p.,.r 
cent  O'f  the  tota.l  arv..a  burned  on  any  for^-st. 

I.Ian-cauGv: d_y  i im s 

shown  in  toblu  1,  69  p^.r  cent  of  the  area  burned  by  man-causmd 
fires  on  the  niigelos  , San  BL^riiardino  and  Clevoland  national  Forests 
comes  from  fires  originating  v'ithin  264  fGv_^t  of  a driveable  road;  78 
per  C’.^nt  of  the  burn^^d  aroa  comes  from  fires  within  792  feet  of  a road, 
and  88  per  cent  of  the  burned  area  from  fires  originating  zjithin  C.25 
miilos  of  a road.  Corresponding  percentagv.s  of  nui'h... rs  of  all  firv:.s 
and  fires  of  different  siz^-s  nr.,  shown  in  tho  same  tabic. 


These  data  indicate: 


1.  'Tlic  importanc-.  of  front  yard  fires  in  total  area  burned 


2,  The  feasibility  of  tanizer  attack 


The  Los  Padres,  according  to  table  2,  pr;^scnts  a different  picture. 
Here  but  60  per  cent  of  all  fires  can  be  reached  by  264  foot  or  less 
foot  travel  and  but  31  per  c^nt  of  .''the /man-caused  area  burned  is 


thor^-by  ‘^^ccouiit^d  for.  Another  obvious  limit '':t ion  on  thu  interpret ot ion 
of  Los  Pedros  d^.te  lies  boon  pr'.viously  riontionod.  In  eny  event,  liovmimr , 
it  is  believed  tlio.t  different  public  Ii^'.bits  of  foot  tr'^vol  in  roletion 
to  ro-^.ds  "^,nd  tr''.ils  on  the  Los  P.edrus  ere  epper<:.nt. 


Liehtniny  fires 


Though  lightning  fires  ere  of  minor  iirxport:^,nce  from  an  area 
burned  steeadpoint,  tables  6 end  7 ere  included  to  shorn  the  relative  amount 
of  foot'Tork  necessary  to  resell  such  fires.  In  addition,  it  is  believed 
the  date  indicate  the  less  severe  burning  conditions  prevalent  during  end 
follov/ing  thunderstorms  because  of  the  relatively  l^.rgu  numhers  of  fires 
vmth  longer  nalhinr:  distances  yet  very  fow  sproading  to  10  e.cros  or 
l"^,rgo-r.  Phile  the  lightning  fire  problem  is  not  to  be  dismissed  as  in- 
consequential it  can  nevertheless  prob^'-bly  have  mor-.;.  lenient  standards 
of  ^.ction. 
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TrlDle  4,-  San  Bomardino  I'Tational  j'orest 

Man-caused  fires  according,  to  distance  traveled 


on  foot  bjr  sunpression  force,  By  class  of  fire. 
Years  1934-1938  , i:iclusive , 
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Tablo  S,--  CleYeland  National  Forest 
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on  by  supnrossion  force,  by  class  .bii  fire. 

Years  19 54- 19 58  , inclusiv‘<^ 
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